repose and cleanliness are the only two things that need to be observed, and this not only for the local management of the wound, but even for those things which accompany it, namely, the shock and the re-action, that are either associated with or follow after other more important operations; for deaths from mere shock are certainly very rare, and the results of re-action are, I believe, never fatal, even when it runs up into the condition of acute traumatic fever. The discomfort of a sharp re-action after a shock is perhaps too apt to make us look upon it as a kind of disease; and yet, if we would judge it more truly, it is really only an example of the higher and more peculiar power of organic bodies. In inorganic matter the axiom is that action and re-action arc opposite and equal. Ia organic bodies it is not so: the re-action is always, in health, strouger than the action.
The heart, for example, if it be depressed in its action, suppose by the shock of a sudden shower of water, recovers, not the condition which it had before, but something beyond it. The spring recoils with the same force as that which depressed it; the pendulum swings equal distances this way and that; but the heart with vital force recovers to something more than the force which depressed it. So a muscle which is gradually wasted by exercise recovers, not only from the waste, but to something more of power, and becomes hypertrophies!. In a similar manuer, after a shock, all the parts which have been depressed in their vital functions, suspended, or brought to their lowest mark, recover not merely to the normal standard in which they worked before, but to something beyond that standard; they re-act with more force than they had even before they were depressed. I These are the things which have been achieved, and these are the things which it is the express duty of every hospital and private surgeon to see that he achieves in his own practice ; for we -should go to the study of these things with the consciousness that a great part of the deaths that still remain are not inevitable ; that by more care and scrupulous attention, not perhaps in our own practice on the very patient himself, but in all that surrounds him, these mortalities might be reduced. Even in Paris, within the last twenty years, the mortalities from great operations have been reduced by at least ten per cent. Now as much, and much more than that, must be done in England ; and so much, and much more than that, will be done, if the members of the Association will say that it shall be done, and will act vigorously on the decision.
